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the celebrated Law of Poynings, to prevent these concessions
from being ratified by a statute made by the Irish Parliament;
,nd he soon showed that he would not fulfil his word, In
"1633 Stafford was sent to Ireland; the Viceroyalty of that
most remarkable man forms a memorable passage in Irish
History. The Irish policy of the great despotic statesman had,
as we have said, much in common with that which Surrey
had proposed a century before to Henry VIII. Strafford
wished to make the King absolutely uncontrolled in Ireland,
and practically to subjugate the island by another conquest.
For this purpose he largely increased the Irish army; and if
this force was to be employed against English liberty it was
also to uphold in Ireland the rule of the sword. StrafFord, too,
spurned "the Graces" aside; he pressed on the work of
spoliation in Connaught, with a determination and constancy
that bore resistance down; and there can be little doubt that
many other parts of Ireland were marked out " for his majestic
rapine." At the same time he laid a weighty and levelling
hand on all orders of ruling men in the island; the Council at
the Castle, Nobles, Prelates, Judges, and leaders of the colonial
caste, bowed submissively to his imperious will; "the King," he
boasted with reason, " could do what he pleased in Ireland."
And StrafFord, like Thomas Cromwell in England, saw how
a Parliament could be made to carry out his work; thrusting
aside the fears of his weak master he often assembled the Irish
Parliament; and if he induced it to pass some salutary laws, he
played its discordant factions against each other, and com-
pelled it to be his accomplice in promoting arbitrary power.
The Viceroy even went so far as to attempt to enforce religious
conformity throughout the country, and to prop up Angli-
canism by fresh penalties, the least statesmanlike of all his
acts. Ireland was kept for years under a stern despotism,
maintained by the strong arm, and by a master mind.
The tyranny of StrafFord, severe as it was, brought, never-